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Strawberry Production Adhering to Good Agricultural Practice by Farmers in
Samoeng District of Chiang Mai Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study social and economic fundamental states of farmers who had planted
strawberry in Samoeng District, Chiang Mai Province; (2) to study strawberry production adhering to good agricultural practice
(GAP) and its marketing; (3) to study their agricultural knowledge, knowledge sources, and opinions on strawberry plantation
adhering to good agricultural practice (4) to study factors affecting their adoption towards strawberry production technology
adhering to good agricultural practice ; and (5) to study their problems and suggestions on strawberry production adhering to
good agricultural practice .The population in this study was 419 farmers who had planted strawberry in 8 villages in Bo Kaew
Sub-District of Samoeng District, Chiang Mai Province. The 160 samples were selected by using random sampling method
specifying only the farmers who participated in the extension project on sustainable strawberry production of Samoeng District
in 2014, 20 farmers per village. The data were collected by interviewing the samples. The statistical method used to
analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean,
standard deviation, and multi-regression analysis. The findings of this study were as follows: (1) almost all of the studied
farmers were male, with average age at 42.44 years. They were mostly educated at higher primary level. The average number of
their family members was 4.23 persons. The average period of their experience in strawberry planting was 9.80 years. Their
average area used in agricultural sections was 4.73 Rai. Their main occupation was mostly a farmer who planted strawberry.
Their average area used in strawberry planting was 2.66 Rai. The average humber of the labor in their family was 2.62 persons.
One-third of them took out loans from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives to be their capital. Their average
income deriving from selling strawberry was 208,877.50 Baht/year and 279,140.83 Baht/Rai, while their average income
deriving from selling other plants was 60,203.49 Baht/year. Their average expenditure on planting strawberry was 30,375.83
Baht/Rai, while their average expenditure on planting other plants was 21,298.85 Baht/year. Their average household
expenditure on non-agricultural sections was 71,922.50 Baht/year. And the average period of their uniting in strawberry
production was 7.35 years. (2) it was found that they mostly planted strawberry in “329” tribe. More than a half of them planted
their strawberry on the highland. One-third of them covered their strawberry patches with banana leaves, and almost all of them
applied chemical fertilizer to their strawberry plantation. (3) their agricultural knowledge of strawberry planting was at high
level, most knowledge sources for them was agricultural extension officer and training.(4) factors correlated with strawberry
production adhering to good agricultural practice in positice include knowledge and understanding, the period of their uniting in
strawberry production, negatives include the size of their area used in planting strawberry, and factors related to strawberry
production adhering to good agricultural practice, their knowledge sources, individual/ group/mass media. (5) the studied
farmers had problems at medium level on the insufficiency of their water sources. They suggested that underground water
ponds should have been dug in order that they would have been supplied with water sufficiently all the year, or government
sectors should have supplied them with water storing ponds sufficiently.

Keywords: Strawberry production, Good agricultural practice, Samoeng District, Chiang Mai Province
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